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When Lightspeed shipped me a 
brand-new Zulu PFX headset to 
try out on my way to and from 
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Lightspeed promised that I’d be 

impressed with the PFX and seemed hopeful 
I’d be blown away with the model’s promised 
sound attenuating capabilities.

To quiet the cockpit the PFX Lightspeed 
uses a technology it calls “acoustic response 
mapping,” which it says adapts “the 
auditory response to your ear’s size and 
shape.” The PFX also uses a new technology 
Lightspeed calls “streaming ANR” [active 
noise reduction] in order to continuously 
adjust the noise attenuation to the actual 
sounds of the cockpit. A computer located in 
the controller box compares the sound of 
the ambient noise (the noise of the cockpit) 
with the noise your ear is actually hearing 
and continuously adjusts the ANR response 
to quiet things down. 
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more than 25 hours now, and it’s clear to me 
that the PFX is not only the best headset in 
Lightspeed’s lineup by a long shot but it’s also 
arguably the best headset available period. 

That is not to say that it wins in every 
category, but in terms of noise, it is the 
quietest over-ear headset I’ve ever worn, 
noticeably quieter than the previous champ, 
the Bose A20. The A20 is still more comfort-
able than the PFX, according to our testers, 
but the new Lightspeed comes close, at 
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and after numerous four-plus-hour legs, I 
have yet to feel any noteworthy discomfort 
upon landing. 

The sound quality of the PFX is also 
impressive, especially in stereo mode, and its 
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control box, which is pretty large in order to 
accommodate four AAA batteries, has an on/
off button, aircraft audio volume sliders, 
accessory volume buttons and Bluetooth 
connect button. 
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come with its own app — FlightLink — with 
features so extensive it would require its own 
review. Users can save and customize noise 
cancellation maps to suit their ears and their 
airplane, adjust different inputs for different 
sound sources, improve the quality of ATC 
audio and much more.
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aviation headset’s. Covered in a durable 
woven fabric, the mic and headphone cords 
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With the PFX, Lightspeed has another 
winner on its hands. It is to my ears the 
quietest aviation headset you can buy. It is 
certainly the most innovative, versatile and 
customizable headset ever. 

The PFX sells for a minimum advertised 
price of $1,000, making it one of the 
priciest headsets you can buy too. Our 
guess is that a lot of pilots will find it worth 
the money. — Robert Goyer

LIGHTSPEED ZULU PFX 
THE “X” CLEARLY STANDS FOR “EXCELLENT”

 THE NEW 
LIGHTSPEED PFX IS 
HANDS DOWN THE MOST 
ADVANCED AVIATION 
HEADSET YOU CAN BUY. 
WITH CONTINUOUS NOISE 
SAMPLING, USER SOUND 
PROFILES AND EVEN 
ITS OWN APP, THE 
QUESTION REALLY IS, 
HOW QUIET IS IT? 

FUTURISTIC DESIGN

THE PFX IS A NEXT-GEN ACTIVE 
NOISE CANCELING HEADSET THAT 
MAKES USE OF TECHNOLOGIES 
NO OTHER ELECTRONIC 
CANCELING AVIATION HEADSET 
DOES. FEATURES INCLUDE 
CONTINUOUS AMBIENT NOISE 
SAMPLING, USER PROFILES AND 
TABLET-APP MANAGEMENT.
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